WINTER 2021

PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE
Just a few takeaways from 2020-shelter in place orders,
wearing masks, social distancing, binge watching television,
hoarding toilet paper, paper towels and disinfectant,
distance learning, take out and outdoor dining only, hair
salons, barbershops and other nonessential businesses had
to close. These are just few things that signify what 2020 will
mean to most of us. As one of the headlines in the East Bay
Times read, “We grappled with fires, protests, a pandemic
and an election.”

Hughs, Jim Rochelle, Ted Dobbs, and Andrea Baldacci.
Sadly, we said farewell to Lee Culver who resigned due to
health issues but hope she will return soon as she is sorely
missed. All our best to Lee for a speedy recovery!

I am pleased to announce that Andrea Baldacci agreed, was
nominated, and was unanimously voted in as Co-President in
November. I have known Andrea for almost twenty years.
Andrea is a 3rd generation Walnut Creeker and was one of
the first babies born in John Muir Hospital in 1966. She
The Walnut Creek Historical Society carried on throughout
comes to us with past board experience having served on
all this despite the museum being closed, elementary school the board of the Walnut Creek Historical Society for several
programs and tours to the public being cancelled, and the
years as Membership Chair. Andrea has extensive event
loss of revenue due to cancelled and/or postponed
planning experience starting with 16 plus years of
weddings and events. The board continued to meet monthly fundraising and event planning for our schools and
to ensure that our endowment fund remained intact.
producing events for Walnut Creek Downtown, a nonprofit
associated with the City of Walnut Creek. She also was one
Reading about various businesses’ “successful pivots”, like
of the first docents to sign on for the 3rd Grade Downtown
DIY meal kits and chef sauces and condiments, the Walnut
History Tours when the society took them over from Brad
Creek Historical Society was able to successfully pivot
Rovanpera. Andrea will be a great addition to our board,
around the Holiday Teas by offering a “Tea for Two” box to
and I look forward to working with her in the years to come.
supplement the income lost by not being able to hold our
Holiday Teas. The box contained everything you would
Despite the pandemic, and everything that has happened
need to host your own tea. The success of this venture was this year, we will continue to carry on in 2021. I am grateful
overwhelming, and congratulations are in order to the “Tea for the hard work of our board, Jackie Byrd, our Office/Event
for Two” Committee. Thank you to Judy Caponigro, Karen Manager, and Moira Anwar, our Archive Technologist. I am
Majors, Priscilla Tudor, Barbara Baum, Jackie Byrd, Moira
grateful that the Walnut Creek Historical Society will
Anwar, Lee Culver, our volunteers and the National Charities continue its great work once the pandemic is under control
League (NCL) volunteers for all your hard work that made
and we can return to a kind of “new normal”. Until we meet
this “pivot” a huge success. In addition, we were able to
again!
hold two ceremony -only weddings and nine out of 16 days
Teresa Wenzel
of the Holiday Craft Faire in 2020. Unfortunately, we will
need to postpone our 2021 Annual Dinner for later in the
2021 Annual Dinner
year when we are able to gather together in person.
The Walnut Creek Historical Society was pleased to welcome
five new board members this year: Pam O’Donnell, Maggie

Due to Covid-19 the date and location
is still to be determined.
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650 Tea for Two Boxes Sold, WOW, How Did WCHS Do It?
In an effort to compensate for the
loss of revenue brought about by
the pandemic which necessitated
canceling weddings and the holiday
tea, the historical society decided
some type of fundraiser was in
order. At a tea committee meeting
Karen Majors, Judy Caponigro, Barb
Baum, Lee Culver, Jackie Byrd,
Moira Anwar and Priscilla Tudor,
came up with idea of creating a virtual tea in the form
of a tea box that would be sold to raise money and to
offer our loyal holiday tea supporters an alternative to
our traditional event. The committee flew into action,
deciding what to include, how to package the items,
and how to distribute the boxes. It was determined
that each box would contain a tin of our special blend
tea, scone mix, lemon curd, shortbread cookies, tea
infusers, Historical Homes Cookbooks, a coupon for
two tours of Shadelands Museum and some additional
fun items. The next step was to find suppliers for all the
necessary items including the packaging materials, a
job undertaken primarily by Jackie. The items began
filling every square inch of space in the house, and we
were off and running.
Publicity materials in the form of a letter explaining
what we were offering, a flier, and an order sheet were
mailed to 2,400 people. Articles appeared in the
Nutshell, Northgate Living, The Shadelands Scene, Your
Town Monthly and posted on several social media sites.
Anxiety was high; would people order the tea boxes,
what if they didn’t, we could lose a substantial amount
of money. Low and behold orders
started pouring in, and we purchased
more supplies, then even more.
Finally at 650 boxes, we decided we
couldn’t physically
manage any more
orders.
Next came the
challenge of
assembling 650 boxes and distributing
them. Now we turned to our
dedicated volunteers. First the
mothers and daughters from the
National Charities League stepped in and picked up the
unassembled boxes and put them together. Now we
had 650 boxes stacked throughout the house. Next we
set up stations, socially distanced, and stocked with

everything needed to fill 25 boxes.
We put out the call for help and
masked volunteers, 30 in all, arrived
to fill the boxes. Over several long
days, the task was completed.
Next the boxes had to be
delivered. Some of the buyers had
made arrangements to come to the
house to pick up their orders, others
requested that their boxes be
delivered, and some asked that their
boxes be mailed. Jackie, Moira, and
Judy packed the boxes to be mailed.
Karen Majors divided the requests
for delivery by zip code, and Jackie
and Moira stacked all the boxes
going to the same zip code together
and a volunteer was assigned a zip code and drove the
boxes to their very grateful recipients. Everyone on the
tea committee signed up for dates and manned a table
outside to give boxes to those who came to pick up.
To complicate matters on December 6 the Vendor Faire
and house had to be closed due to the stay at home
order prompted by the surge in COVID-19 cases. Those
picking up were called and everyone picked up their
boxes before the house closed.
The phenomenal success of this fund raiser, total net
amount realized was $17,000, was the result of our
amazing staff, Jackie Byrd and Moira Anwar, and hours
of volunteer labor. THANKS TO ALL! It truly took a
village.
By Priscilla Tudor

Pictures:
Boxes filling the parlor.
Judie Wilson, Sue & Grace Smith (NCL), Suzanne Hudson, Teresa
Wenzel & Caroline & Alexandra Fisher volunteering to fill boxes
Barbara Baum & Karen Majors in front of the museum passing out
the purchased boxes.
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DONATIONS- AN EXCITING BEGINNING TO 2021!
We received a fascinating collection of letters from Timayo Tahira Dowell,
whose mother, Chiyeko Tahira was born and raised on the Bancroft’s ranch.
Chiyeko and several other local farm workers of Japanese descent wrote to the
family during their internment during WWII. The 91 letters, Christmas and
postcards are being scanned and transcribed and will be available to the public
very soon.
Joe LaBrie gave WCHS two interesting books: World’s Fair Notes: A Woman
Journalist’s Views on the 1893 Columbian Exposition by Marian Shaw. A
qualified travel journalist, Shaw wrote a series of 12 articles on the Exposition.
She told of the grandeur, the wonder of the buildings, displays, and people.
Shaw was one of many female journalists at the time as it was one of the few
occupations open to women.
The book has ties to the people at Shadelands in a few ways. Bessie visited the
fair as part of her journey to Cornell University that year. It’s too bad that we do
not have any letters by her describing the fair as she was very opinionated.
Bessie did correspond with her friend from Stanford, Dickie, about the North
Dakota pavilion. Dickie’s father happened to be the governor of that state.
Albert happened to be at the fair as well. He was working as a salesman and
protector of his father’s hay combine. He had to write to his mother to send
blankets so that he may be able to sleep where the machine was housed in the
huge Machinery Hall.
Hubert Hugh Bancroft also attended and helped document the fair. He
commented, “Of the several World’s Fairs that have been held, little remains
except descriptions in books. The splendid edifices that have been reared to
science, art, and industry, and to which all the world has made its pilgrimage,
will be taken apart and brilliant spectacles will be only in the minds of men and
in printer’s ink.”
The second book, The Earth Shook, The Sky Burned, by William Bronson
chronicles the April 18, 1906 earthquake. It includes over 400 fascinating photos
of before and after the quake. H.H. Bancroft saw his business, filled with rare
books burned to the ground as a result of the quake. Shadelands Ranch was
fortunate to only have the chimney fall onto the porch, but Carrie and Mary
slept in the parlor for some time after observing the glow of fire in the west.
By Sheila Rogstad

The Blotter Mystery
Excerpted from a 1979 Story by Bev Clemson
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Bev Clemson was one of the original “Shady Ladies,” members of the Walnut Creek Women’s Club, who formed
The Walnut Creek Historical Society. Bev was director of WCHS from 1973-1984. She helped restore the house
and worked tirelessly researching Shadelands ranch and the Penniman family. Joe LaBrie, local historian and
former Co-President of the WCHS, unearthed “The Blotter Mystery” a story written by Bev Clemson in
August,1979 buried in a file cabinet in the basement. The following is excerpted from her article.
“It was cool up in the attic. The rain pattered on the roof, letting the pungency of the cedar shingles seep down to
where I was sorting books. Picking up a dusty copy of International Encyclopedia of Prose and Poetical Quotations
by Walsh, I opened the cover of the book and stared at the flyleaf imprinted with the name Albert M. Johnson and
the inked notation after it “June 5, 1914 - $3.00.” [Albert, although a millionaire, accounted for every cent he spent
down to the 2 cent bananas he often ate for lunch.]
“A blotter fell out of the volume of quotations as I leafed through it. And there in Albert’s handwriting was an
intriguing list of penciled page numbers. Excitedly, I turned to the first reference, Page 34 +. Was the plus something
extra special? On page 34 I looked very carefully and found a tiny penciled dot before this quotation:
‘Ambition is the only power that combats love.’
“Had Albert marked this quotation because it had some personal meaning to him? Ambition was Albert’s middle
name. He inherited his father’s banking business in 1899 when he was 27 and was, in a few years, president of
National Life Insurance Company… He invested constantly in businesses…but was always looking for new ventures.
Was he still so ambitious in 1942 when he was 42? The quotation says ‘combats love’. Was he trying to combat love?
Was that the reason for his extreme business drive - he was fighting love? Was he unloved and trying to combat the
fact?
“I eagerly sought the next reference, which was page 78. And there was the tiny pencil dot, next to:
‘Be she fairer than the day, or flowery meads in May.
If she be not so to me, what care I how fair she be?’
“She is fair, but not to him so she cares not? What is this in this ‘happily married’ man? Bessie, Albert’s wife of 18
years, dainty and sweet, well educated, was everything anyone could desire, yet he feels she is not ‘fair to him’?…
Bessie was very dominating and had to have her own way. Why was she not fair to him?…
“The next reference is to Page 191 +. Another special section marked with a plus With nervous hands I find this page
and the tiny pencil mark on it:
‘Oh that a dream so sweet, so long enjoyed,
Should be so sadly, cruelly destroy’d.’
“What is this? What has happened. And now he feels a dream was cruelly destroyed. He and Bessie were then both
42 and were destined to be childless. The lack of children was a sadness they shared… Without a family to keep her
occupied, Bessie immersed herself more and more deeply in religious matters… Frequent trips to the sanitariums…
were also her wont. There she was treated for ‘nerves’, weight loss, and torticollis, commonly called wry neck. In
those days it was fashionable and sociable to be seen in sanitariums and to be a little ‘delicate’. Was Albert’s ‘sweet
dream so cruelly destroyed’ the dream of having children? Was it her little illnesses, her ‘nerves’, her approaching
middle age that had cooled Bessie’s and Albert’s romance once so very tender.
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“Another reference on the blotter sends me quickly to Page 264

‘I only know we loved in vain;
I only feel, - farewell! Farewell!’
“Was the love ‘in vain’ because of the fact of no children, or because he was no longer loved? This one was a puzzle.
Was he thinking of leaving then? Or is it love that is leaving? Each quotation only makes one wonder more and more
about this strange man and his thoughts.
…
“The blotter reveals no more references, Patiently I search the quotation book for any more clues, and then came
upon this choice phrase on Page 49 with a tiny pencil dot, but not recorded on the blotter. It is possibly the solution
to the whole matter.
‘Appearances to save, his only care;
So things seem right, no matter what they are.’
“So, no matter what, Albert decides to keep up appearances. He is not loved but he goes on, a lonely martyr.”

Editor’s note: Alas we will never solve the mystery; we will never know what was in Albert’s heart and mind. The
existence of the book of quotations and the blotter is historical fact, but the interpretations of Albert’s meaning
is sheer guess work. There is no concrete evidence that Bessie and Albert's marriage was loveless. In the interest
of space, I had to omit some passages. “The Blotter Mystery" is available in its entirety at Shadelands. My
thanks go to Bev Clemson for this intriguing, thought provoking story and to Joe LaBrie for tirelessly poking
through dust and mildew to unearth this treasure.
By Priscilla Tudor
WALNUT CREEK COMMUNITY FOOD DRIVE
For the second time in ten years the City of Walnut Creek had to
revamp their Community Service Day. This year the City sponsored a
Community Food Drive due to the pandemic. On October 10, 2020
the Walnut Creek Historical Society participated in the food drive,
collecting donations with contactless drop off at the Shadelands
Ranch Museum. We were among 20 churches, schools, and nonprofit organizations
to hold their own collection stations. Judy Caponigro and Teresa Wenzel manned
the drop off station from 9:00 to 12:00, collecting donations from members of our
community and volunteers. Our donations filled up the entire trunk and backseat of
my Honda CRV. All in all, it took five Food Bank box trucks to transport the 39,000
pounds of food donations to their warehouse in Concord. An
overwhelming response from our generous community!

Food Collected at
Heather Farm

By Teresa Wenzel

Judy Caponigro & Teresa Wenzel

AN OBJECT WITH A STORY
There is an expression in the
museum field that goes, “An object
with no story is just an object.” I
now have a particular appreciation
for that expression. I own a Hopi
wedding vase whose story has
expanded and grown more special
recently.
In the mid-1990’s I had been
working as an interim CFO at a
hospital in Chicago’s Lakeview
neighborhood. A colleague asked
me if I’d like to go with her to some
thrift shops over lunch time. At our
first stop, a St. Vincent de Paul shop,
my eyes went immediately to a Hopi
wedding vase, broken at the bridge
and spouts, but mended.

complete catalog record for the
object of my choice. I collect folk
art, so there were lots of choices. I
settled on the wedding vase
because it had multiple layers to
record. It had a ritual use. It had a
bit of a story as my thrift store find.
It had damage, which requires
additional effort to catalog.

I pulled several ads for sales of Hopi
wedding vases from the internet,
thinking to cobble together a
professional sounding description of
the object. The first ad I read had an
extensive description of the vase for
sale and of the potter, Gwen Setalla,
who was taught by her mother,
Pauline Setalla. I looked at the name
I knew it was real, as I studied Hopi on the bottom of my vase: Pauline
Set _ _ _ _, partially obscured by
culture and volunteered in the
some sticky residue I chose not to
Southwest Halls at the Field
Museum of Natural History. I knew it pick off, thinking, “Omigosh! I found
the potter!”
was old, as one rarely sees white

forwarded to her, explaining I was a
museum studies student who
owned one of her mother’s pieces
and attached some pictures. Would
she be so kind to interpret the
design for my catalog record?
There was a reply the next morning.
She said she loved seeing her
mother’s work and she’d be happy
to help me. We spent an hour on
the phone. She took me through
the entire process of making the
vase, explained the design and
pointed out some things specific to
my vase. Gwen confirmed it was an
early work of her mother’s as it had
only her name on the bottom, not
the bear claw and kiva design that
she later adopted as her hallmarks.

By way of thanks, I sent Gwen a full
set of images of the vase as they
would be taken for a museum
collection accession. I also printed
polychrome any more. When I saw Further digging on the web revealed and framed one of the photographs
the price was $1.00 I almost burst
the Setalla family had been inducted
for her. And, on
into tears, that such a lovely vase
into the Arizona Cultural Keepers
reflection, I did one
was valued so poorly. It found its
Hall of Fame in 2011. A tribal
for myself. Someday
way home with me. I’ve kept it near newspaper article about Gwen
I think the vase will
the entrance to my kitchen, where I written for that honor said she
find its way back to
can see it every day.
worked at an Arizona state park. I
Gwen. When that
called the park and asked for her.
happens, I’d like to
Fast forward to 2020, when I am
have a souvenir of
using my pandemic time to pursue a Her supervisor said she was
this beautiful set of
certificate in museum studies at JFK furloughed until February but he
would be happy to get a message to
coincidences.
University. For a collections
her. I composed an e-mail to be
By Suzanne Hudson
management class I had to do a
Suzanne Hudson, one of our house docents, completed the certificate program in museum studies at JFK
University in mid-December, 2020. The museum studies program at JFK is the oldest in the country, having
started in 1975. It is considered one of the most prestigious programs as well. The certificate requires classes
in museum basics, collection management, fundraising, strategic planning and visitor experience. Suzanne
said she had thought to take only a couple classes to pass the time. But as the pandemic wore on, she decided
to go the distance. Congratulations, Suzanne!

THE SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX MYSTERY
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Back in July we received notice from Wells Fargo of changes to their safety deposit box rental
agreement. We had no idea that we had safety deposit boxes for the historical society. And so,
the mystery began by trying to locate the keys, no luck. Time spent at the bank indicated that
Rosemary Mazzetti, Priscilla Couden and Donald Joost were on the signature card for one box
that had not been opened in 17 years. Elizabeth Isles was a signer on the other box that had not been opened in
25 years.
So, Sheila Rogstad put on her detective hat and was able to track down Priscilla who had recently retired from
the Contra Costa Historical Society. Priscila was kind enough to meet with us in October to have the box drilled
open. Upon opening the box, all we discovered were CD’s that were back up files of every photo in our
archives. One mystery solved! Once again Sheila got to work and was able to locate Elisabeth Isles, one of our
former directors, who met us in December to have the second box drilled open. This time we discovered the
box was empty! The mystery was solved but unfortunately, we didn’t discover any hidden treasures.
By Teresa Wenzel
In October we noticed that there was a big hole
in the back steps of the house. We contacted
the city and they sent out Tony, Building
Maintenance, and he set about fixing the step.
After evaluating the situation he determined
that he need to replace all the steps since it
seemed there was some wood rot. So he did
just that. He did a great job and the steps are
very pretty. Tony is the same person who
rebuilt the cellar doors in 2019. A big thank you
to the city for helping keep the house in good
condition.

WEDDING COVID STYLE
As we are all navigating current unprecedented time there
are still glimmers of love and hope. Shadelands Ranch
Museum was very quiet this year with only 2 small wedding
ceremonies. Our typical season can see up to 30 weddings.
Per the Contra Costa County guidelines we could host
ceremony-only events for less than 100 people. While most
couples opted to move their weddings to 2021 or cancel
altogether, one couple decided to move forward. Reducing
their guest list to 50 people, they worked tirelessly to make
sure their wedding was still special and safe. Instead of your
typical ceremony set up with chairs facing our gorgeous
gazebo they requested us to set up tables. Every family, from
the same household, sat at their own table. In some cases
there were only two people at a table. Guests checked in with
a nurse, a cousin, to have their temperature taken and
answer COVID-19 specific questions. Everyone remained
seated with masks on and
followed all the safety guidelines
that were presented to them.
To end the evening they brought
in a very special dancer to
perform for the guests. It wasn’t
your typical wedding but it was
still very beautiful. We wish
them all the best for their future
together.

Shadelands Ranch Museum
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