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President’s Message 

Ever since the Shelter in Place Order went into effect in March, I’ve been thinking about how the pandemic has 

shaped lives and what will people will remember about this time we are living in.  I have been taking a lot walks 

in the neighborhood and reconnecting with neighbors I haven’t seen in a while.  Pickleball is a sport I play 

regularly and with the gyms closed and courts padlocked this was about all I could do to get exercise.  On one of 

my walks I passed by a house where a little girl was out front in her pajamas with her mom.  She immediately said 

hi and we started up a conversation.  One of my first questions was what grade she was in?  She immediately 

answered “well, I’m in kindergarten and me and my brother turned 6 during “the virus””.  She also told me that 

“I have another brother who turned 9 during “the virus”.  This will be something she will remember in years to 

come.  No big birthday parties instead there were drive by parades, no going to school, playdates, recess, art, PE, 

field trips or going to the movies. This has impacted all our lives.  Those high school and college seniors who 

didn’t have all those rights of passage with graduation, those who were not able to visit with family and friends, 

and just the lack of freedom we take for granted.   

The Shadelands Ranch Museum is still standing and holding up very well during “the virus”.  The City of Walnut 

Creek is almost finished with our new roof and it looks fabulous! I hope you stop by and take a look next time 

you are in the area.  Unlike the house and museum, all our programs came to a screeching halt in March.  House 

Tours, Third Grade Downtown History Tours, Tours for the General Public and Living History Days all were 

cancelled indefinitely.  Our fabulous Office/Venue Manager, Jackie Byrd has been gracefully dealing with brides 

cancelling and/or rescheduling weddings for May, June and possible into the summer.  We had to postpone the 

Garden Party Tea and Vintage Fashion show to June 6th of 2021.  The Holiday Tea Committee has been busy 

strategizing how to handle the teas should we be able hold them and what restrictions will be in place.  The 

Board will soon meet to discuss the protocols that will need to be in place should we get the green light to open 

up the house again. 

Despite all this, and without any revenue coming in, we have been able to retain Jackie and Moira Anwar, our 

Archive Technologist.  They reduced their hours and worked from home and did a fabulous job! I want to thank 

all our members and volunteers for their support during this stressful time.  As President, I’m especially grateful 

to all the past and present Board members and presidents.  Their conservative financial stewardship did exactly 

what it was meant to do.  In the event of an emergency, our funds will see the Walnut Creek Historical Society 

through this pandemic called “the virus”.     

Until we can meet again, I wish everyone to stay safe and healthy.  Teresa Wenzel, President 



2020 Walnut Creek Historical Society Scholarship Awards 

An exceptional young woman and young man made history by becoming the fourth recipients of 

the Walnut Creek Historical Society Scholarship Award.  Aubrey Parkinson, a senior at Northgate 

High School and Cade Johnson, a senior at Los Lomas High School each received $2,000 to the school of their 

acceptance.  This was a difficult year due to the COVID-19 and the Shelter in Place Order for these seniors which 

resulted in the cancellation of all their senior activities.  As a result this prevented these incredible young people 

from being recognized publicly for receiving this award.  Both of these young people were required to be 

exceptional students, active within their community, submit 3 essays, school transcripts, two references (one 

from their history teacher) and a resume. 

Cade, a 5th generation Walnut Creek native, received notification of his scholarship award on 

May 15th from our Scholarship Committee.  Cade made history for the Walnut Creek Historical 

Society by being the first young man from Las Lomas High School to receive this award.  Just 

a few of his accomplishments are:  Commissioner for the Walnut Creek Youth Commission 

where he coordinated with the Walnut Creek Historical Society a Downtown History Tour for 

30+ local high school students, a student member of the Walnut Creek Historical Society 

where he volunteered many hours to help pack up thousands of pieces of china after the 

Garden Party Tea and Fashion Show in June 2019, President of the California Scholarship 

Federation, President and Founding Member of the Boys Team Charity of Walnut Creek, Staff Volunteer for 

Walnut Creek Downtown and played JV and Varsity Football until his senior year, where he suffered a 

devastating injury that ended his high school football career.  He has been described as “an individual who is 

passionate about volunteerism, and has a deep commitment to his community” and who “is an enthusiastic 

learner whose contributions in class are thoughtful and genuine.” 

The Walnut Creek Historical Society wishes Cade much success in his endeavors at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo as 

well as his future goals of studying Agriculture Business and pursuing a Master’s Degree in Public Policy.  

Congratulations Cade! 

Aubrey received notification of her scholarship award on May 15th from our Scholarship 

Committee.  Aubrey has proven to be an exceptional student and a leader within her 

community and school.  Her list of extracurricular activities and accomplishments are many 

but to list a few:  Aubrey has been a junior docent with the Walnut Creek Historical Society 

since 2018, in 2020 she was awarded the Carrie Penniman award for her outstanding 

volunteer work during the Garden Party Tea and Vintage Show, she volunteered for 2 years 

to participate in the Walnut Creek Clean Up Day and is a member of the Christian Club and 

Link Crew.  Aubrey has been described as “having a natural inclination toward historical thinking and an 

appreciation for historical context that sets her apart from many of her peers” and “she is a true joy in class”. 

 

The Walnut Creek Historical Society wishes Aubrey much success in her endeavors at Whitworth University in 

Spokane, Washington, as well as her future goals of majoring in history with an interest in pursuing a career as a 

museum curator for the Smithsonian.  Congratulations Aubrey! 
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UPDATE FROM THE HISTORY ROOM      

          
Due to the virus, Lee and Sheila have not been working at the 
Museum.   Moira has been busy working at home downloading our 
photos into Past Perfect  so that they are compatible with today's 
electronic trends and the records are more complete. 
 
We are grateful for the many donations we have received during the last 
four months. Julia Fuller has given us a full set of  "Apple Blossom" 
Haviland China from the early 1900s ,  other small items including four cut 
glass pieces.   Jackie and Moira reset the dining room table using Julia's 
dishes along with the pink Epergne [ a previous gift].. 
 
Phyllis Bolton gave about 50 items from clothing to boxes of collectable 
buttons and new crochet thread.  Some are being saved for an eventual 
sale.  The clothing from 1880 through 1940 was stored in such good 
condition it appears new.  See below for other details.  
 
Judie Hockel gave us bulging notebooks of nine years of board minutes. 
So many topics were included that are background for our knowledge of 
the Museum .  We wanted to leave the minutes intact, but copied specific 
notes to be filed in existing folders.  A big job taken on by Joe LaBrie. 
 
Priscilla and Henry Couden gave more of his mother's, Dorothy Couden, 
items-. A few were a lovely silk kimono, a bedspread and a 1915 girl's 
white graduation dress.   Also included was a 1935-1945 nurses coat worn 
by Dorothy's mother when she worked as a new mother's nurse in the 
Pittsburg area. {Dorothy was instrumental in setting up our Living History 
program] 
 
19 Books donated by a woman and sent to the attic   Need info 
from  Moira. 



From the History Room…. 

Walnut Creek Pioneer Albert Sherburne 

Walnut Creek merchant Albert Sherburne was born in New York in 1824.  When he 

grew up he and wife Caroline, along with two sons, traveled west, first settling in 

San Ramon, and then moving to Walnut Creek in 1871. 

Sherburne took over an existing store, but changed locations after a year, opening 

a store in the downtown area of Walnut Creek with his brother John.  The new 

enterprise was on the corner of today’s Main Street and Mt. Diablo Blvd.  The 

earliest photo of Walnut Creek, taken in 1872, shows the Sherburne Brother’s mercantile along with a dress 

making shop.  At the time the town had no sidewalks, street lights, electricity, or telephone lines. 

The same year the photo was taken Albert Sherburne placed an ad in the local paper saying he was selling out 

the entire stock in his store.  However, talk of a railroad line through the town changed his mind; he decided to 

keep the store in Walnut Creek.  Sherburne thought the arrival of the railroad would happen any day.  His 

newspaper ads read “the cars are coming”, meaning the train cars.  He was sure Walnut Creek was the right 

place to invest, so he purchased a lot from Hiram Penniman for $1,500.00.  Unfortunately, the railroad didn’t 

arrive for many years!  The first passenger train, with Albert Sherburne on board, chugged into Walnut Creek in 

1891. 

Meanwhile, Sherburne’s store burned down.  The brothers rebuilt it, but were not ready to return to the 

business of running  store.  Instead they rented the building, and the new tenants ran a store in half the space 

and a saloon in the other half. 

By 1885, Sherburne and his brother were back to business,  calling themselves Sherburne Brothers & Company.  

Their store housed the Walnut Creek Post Office, and Albert and John each served as postmaster.  Next door to 

Sherburne’s mercantile stood a small row of buildings which hosed the undertaker, a barber, the firehouse, and 

a dentist. 

The Sherburne building was home to many businesses over the years and remains standing today as the oldest 

commercial building in Walnut Creek.  It’s been a Mexican restaurant, La Fogata, for the last 43 years.  Lo Fogata 

means the campfire.  It was given this name because the owner loved to mountain climb in Mexico and cook 

over campfires during these expeditions. 

Albert Sherburne, longtime merchant and member of the Contra Costa Grand Jury, 

died at age 82 in 1906.  He was a true California pioneer who traveled across the 

county to make his home in a town just beginning.  He and his brother helped 

shape the City of Walnut Creek. 

 

Lee Culver 
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5 Shadelands New Roof 

It has been years since we have done a major upgrade to the outside of the Shadelands Ranch Museum.  Thanks 
to the City of Walnut Creek we finally replaced the old roof.  It was time.   It is called “Country Manor Shake” by 
Classic Metal Roofing Systems.  We asked the manufacturer to custom make the ridges to match the existing 
design of the house (with the white trim).  As part of the contract, we also repaired rot and wood pecker 
damage to the eves.  The total project cost was $137,504, which is around $30k higher than a cedar shake roof 
installation, but the roof should last 40-50 years as opposed to 15-20.  Other benefits that were presented are 
improved fire protection, energy efficiency benefits, less maintenance, and the metal roof is recycled material, so 
we were able to take advantage of a funding source (RecycleSmart) separate from the City’s General Fund to 
help fund the project.  
The roof construction was scheduled to begin in April but was delayed due to Covid-19.  Thankfully, work was 

able to start in May and was finished in early June.  It looks amazing.  The city contracted with Allied 

Construction Services and they did an amazing job.  We are very excited about how the museum looks.   If you 

are out getting some fresh air come and walk by the museum and check it out!!   

Here is a view from the roof after the old roof was removed…. 

The finished project…. 
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Fashionable additions to our collection 
 
Long time Walnut Creek resident and WCHS volunteer, Phyllis Bolton (nee Culver), recently honored us with a 
treasure trove of vintage garments that had been put up for display in the museum just days before the shelter 
in place order came through. The garments go all the way back to the 180’s and span three generations of Culver 
women. They will still be here when visitors are allowed to return, but we wanted to give you a peek at some of 

these beautiful items! 
 
The oldest piece is this unusual floral-patterned dress worn by Phyllis’ great-grandmother, Mary 
Neal Morgan, who came to California with her family in 1853 crossing 
through the isthmus of Panama. Mary probably wore this dress around 1870. 
The black alpaca dress was a wardrobe staple of every woman of the time, 
from rich to poor, young to old. Plain black alpaca dresses were often 
bordered with bright, colorful trimmings. This dress, with its unusual floral 
pattern and glass buttons, needs no other adornment. While called alpaca, 
this sturdy fabric was generally woven of alpaca wool and other fibers such 
as mohair. Although you can’t see it, the back of the dress is held in place 
with an original hoop skirt and coil bustle, similar to those shown on the 
right. 
 
This extremely elaborate dress was worn by Phyllis’ great aunt Harriet Culver when she 
graduated from high school in Sacramento around 1900 and is known as a lingerie frock. These 
were often worn by posh young ladies for graduations and 
confirmations. The photo here shows Harriet (left of top center) along 
with her friends for their graduation portrait. 
 
We cannot wait for visitors to come and see what other unique pieces 

have been added to the collection!  

Then and Now 

There is not much information about Walnut Creek in 

regards to the Spanish Flu epidemic of 1918.  Here is 

just a snapshot of life now versus then. 

On the left is Beatrice Rupprecht, age eighteen, in San 

Francisco 1918.  This picture is taken not long after she 

graduated  from high school in Oregon and at her job 

working in the office of GETS Department Store. 

On the right is her great-granddaughter, Aynsley Byrd, 

age eighteen, High School graduation in Walnut Creek 

2020, from Northgate High School.   

While unfortunate, these young woman have a 

connection that spans a century. 
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For the past 37 years, the Walnut Creek Historical Society has hosted a Holiday Victorian Tea at 

the Shadelands Ranch Museum.  Due to COVID-19, we find it necessary to cancel the tea for the 

safety of our supporters & volunteers.   

To keep the tradition alive you can still enjoy our Shadelands Secret Blend of tea in the comfort 

of your own home. 

T EA 
Tea for Two Box $44  

Box Includes:  Pre-Measured Dry Scone Mix   Lemon Curd  Delicious Shortbread Cookies  

Two Tea Infusers   Shadelands Special Blend Holiday Tea  Two WCHS Commemorative Cookbooks 

BOXES MAKE GREAT HOLIDAY GIFTS SO START YOUR SHOPPING EARLY! 

Purchase Boxes: 

Online: wchistory.org  

Call:   (925) 935-7871 

Order now through November 6, 2020 

Boxes will be available for pick up, local delivery or shipping 

within the Continental U.S. beginning November 28, 2020 

Holiday Faire will go on as usual.  County Health regulations require masks and social distancing.   

Please come by and shop for the holidays. 

November 28—December 13, 2020  10 AM—4 PM Daily!! 
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Walnut Creek, CA 94598 

WCHS Membership Renewal Form 
Please return form with your renewal 

NAME:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER:  ______________________________ EMAIL:  ___________________________________ 

PLEASE CIRCLE ONE: 

Individual $25  Family $45  Student $15  Lifetime (over 55) $300 

PAYMENT OPTIONS:  Check # __________    

Visa/MC/AMEX card #  ___________________________________ Exp. Date: _________ 3 Digit code _____ 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 
Date: _____________ Payment amount: _____________  Check#/CC approval Code: ____________ 
 
QB PP   ML   Office initials: __________ 
   

Please check address, if there is a star next to your name it is time to renew your membership.   

Please use Membership Renewal Form. 


