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Spring has Sprung here at The Shadelands. Long gone are the aromas of pine and cinnamon wafting through the halls of 

our holiday themed Shadelands Ranch Museum.  Our home is  now filled with the buzzing of our busy staff  prepping for 

our 2022 event season. Outside, flowers are blooming, the sun is shining, and the trees are once again a glow in the 

evening with our Tivoli lights. Our first wedding on April 2nd will kick off our exciting fun filled new year!  

We are looking forward to revisiting several of our last year’s past favorite  events such as The Shadelands Ranch 

Summer Market, and The 2nd Annual Shadelands Ranch Classic Car Show, and  The 2nd Annual Oktoberfest.  We also are 

looking forward to reviving some our traditional Shadelands events,  and we are especially excited to announce the 

return of our all -time community favorite tradition – our Shadelands Holiday Teas.  This year we will be celebrating the 

40 th  Year of  Holidays at Shadelands, so stay tuned for updates on the details of this special year.  

A big thank you to our WCHS Board Member Maggie Hughs for organizing and facilitating our WCHS Goal Planning 

Session at our WCHS Board Retreat in January.  We shared our individual  ideas for the 2022 calendar year and Maggie 

structured the session to encourage collaboration  and to strategize to ultimately come up with a cohesive plan of action 

for 2022.  Our WCHS team enjoyed the exercises and everyone seemed  happy with the outcome.  

In February,  representatives from The City of Walnut Creek and Walnut Creek Public Works  visited Shadelands Ranch 

for our annual site walk through and grounds review.  Our few requests were well received, and several have already 

been taken care of.  We now have secure fixtures in the house, new fire extinguishers, and bright lights near our 

restrooms and barn to help deter vandalism and loitering on the property in the evenings.  We continue to be grateful 

for our strong partnership with the City of Walnut Creek and work together to preserve and protect our beautiful 

grounds and structures at Shadelands Ranch. 

The Shadelands Classic Car show is just around the corner! Our invaluable Office Manager, Jackie Byrd, has been busy 

designing collateral and updating our website, while our Archivist  Moira Anwar has been working on a fabulous display 

of our Walnut Creek Automotive History coming soon to downtown WC Library. Our car show committee is in full swing 

soliciting raffle donations, recruiting show sponsors, and inviting car owners to the show.  We can’t wait to see decades 

of cars, ranging from as early 1920s once again on display in front of our 1903 Turn of the Century Penniman Home. This 

year we have partnered with Pinnacle, the property management company for 2700 Ygnacio Valley RD to expand the 

show in the parking  lot behind the ranch.  We had over 80 cars last year … can now welcome  over 200 car owners to 

attend. 

Keep your eyes out for the 30 ft  Jelly Belly standing tall once again in front of the historic  Penniman 

home on  Sunday, June 5th! 

By:  Andrea Baldacci, WCHS Co-President 

Presidents Message 
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Upcoming Events 
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We’re all wondering what we are going to do without Sheila.  On and off since the 
1980’s she has been a member of the WCHS and on our Board of Directors, serving as 
vice president. For years she has been an archivist and historian, volunteering in the 
History Room, in charge of the preservation and organization of documents and 
photos with historical significance.   
 
In 2011, she took over the care of Shadeland’s collection of costumes.  Sheila began by 
washing, ironing and repairing before storing the costumes in archival boxes in 
preparation for dressing mannequins and displaying costumes throughout the house. 
Soon she was interviewing Walnut Creek residents to provide future generations with 
a look at life here in days gone by; saving and organizing news articles about the City to 
add to our files; transcribing original letters written by the Penniman's and other early 

pioneers; entering documents and photos into our museum program, Past Perfect; creating historical displays 
for two Walnut Creek libraries; giving presentations to large groups about people and places in Walnut Creek; 
chairing and working at WCHS events and fund raisers; communicating with other historians and attending 
functions at other historical houses; photographing significant buildings in Walnut Creek; and collecting, 
numbering, and storing items donated by the public. Sheila spent hundreds—or maybe thousands—of hours 
helping make the WCHS and Shadelands Ranch what they are today. 
  
Through it all she accumulated so much knowledge about all things Walnut Creek as well as Penniman family 
history that whenever someone had a question they asked Sheila.  She always knew the answer. 
  
So, what will we do without Sheila? We’ll carry on, making sure those that come after us are aware of the history 
of our City.  And we’ll hope Sheila stays a bit involved so we have her expertise and good judgement available. 
We’ll miss Sheila being around on a regular basis, but will try to remember all she accomplished and what she 
said when asked what she liked best about volunteering at Shadelands: “It’s all new every day, and you’re 
surrounded by nice people.” 
 
Thank you Sheila, for your many years of dedication and hard work! We wish you a very happy retirement.  
 
By:  Lee Culver 

Sheila Rogstad Retires 

City of Walnut Creek Wins an APWA "Project of the Year Award" for Penniman 

Historic House Recycled Roof Replacement 

The City of Walnut Creek was recently honored with a 
"Project of the Year" Award from the American Public Works 
Association (APWA) Northern California Chapter. The 
winning project in the Historical Preservation category was 
the Penniman Historic House Recycled Roof Replacement at 

the Shadelands Historic Ranch. In this project, the failing cedar shake roof at the 
historic Penniman House was replaced with new, recycled aluminum roofing. 

The new roofing material is more energy efficient, requires less maintenance, and has a longer projected life than 
cedar shingles, all while maintaining a historically appropriate look and preserving the building’s historic 
architectural details. Additionally, the new roof has over 90% recycled content and received funding through the 
Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority’s Diversion Incentive Fund (DIF) program. The City worked closely with the 
Walnut Creek Historical Society to ensure that the 1902 building’s historical features and designation were 
maintained. Please take a look at the new roof on this Walnut Creek treasure next time you visit the Shadelands 
Historic Ranch! 
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The story most often recounted locally about John 

W. Marchbank, former owner of Heather Farm here 

in Walnut Creek, is that of the racetrack owner, who 

bought historic Sulphur Spring Ranch out of 

foreclosure, renamed it after one of his champion 

thoroughbreds, and developed it into the premier 

horse-breeding farm west of the Mississippi in its 

day. But John’s story is far, far more colorful than 

that single chapter of his life conveys.   

Circumstances create eras and people who rise and 

thrive during them.  Here in California we’ve had 

many historic episodes: the Gold Rush (John C. 

Fremont, Sam Brannan), the 1906 San Francisco 

earthquake (Abraham Ruef, James Phelan), 

environmental activism and creation of the Sierra 

Club (John Muir), gay rights movement (Harvey 

Milk), the Beat Generation (Lawrence Ferlinghetti), 

and the development of IT in Silicon Valley (William 

Hewlitt, David Packard and Steve Jobs.)  John 

Marchbank was a player in two historical eras – the 

Klondike Gold Rush and the era of the political boss 

in America. What he learned in the first era set him 

up nicely for success in the second. 

John’s roots in Prince Edward Island, Canada and 

the loss of his leg were briefly addressed in our 

Sulphur Spring Ranch articles in 2020.  Further 

research on his accident found that he was treated at 

Sacred Heart Hospital in Seattle, WA for the 

amputation and subsequent rehabilitation.  He spent 

nine months there learning how to manage life with 

his disability. And manage he did, such that he was 

famous as “Peg-Leg Jack” – the one-legged man who 

climbed the Chilkoot Pass to the Klondike on 

crutches.   

John’s success in the Gold Rush was not as a miner.  

Like Sam Brannan during the California Gold Rush, 

John chose to “mine the miners” and he did it in a 

most lucrative manner – gambling saloons.  He 

settled for a time in Dawson City, Alaska, once home 

to many who made their names and fortunes after 

forsaking Klondike mining.  There was Augustus 

Mack, the inventor of the Mack automobile and the 

Mack truck. Sid Grauman went on to open 

Hollywood’s famous theater in 1927, with its iconic 

celebrity handprints and footprints in the cement of 

the theatre’s forecourt.  Tex Richards subsequently 

became the manager of Madison Square Garden.  

And John Marchbank later became a big fish as well 

– albeit in a smaller pond. 

John arrived in the area that became Daly City in 

1905. He purchased a dairy farm, Knowles Ranch, 

which he sub-divided for residential housing, 

bringing many new families to the growing area. 

Gambling, at the time banned in San Francisco, was 

booming on the peninsula.  It was a simple matter to 

cross the boundary between San Francisco and Daly 

City and commence gaming in most any bar.  Some 

dry goods shops and grocery stores as well afforded 

an opportunity to play games of chance. 

When gamblers began to look for an upgraded 

experience, John was there to provide it.  He built a 

casino named “The Northern” after an establishment 

he owned in Dawson City. Once he’d established his 

reputation there, he added an upscale, members-

only “dining club,” Villa Mateo, in 1934 at Colma. 

Both Marchbank and the club’s operator insisted 

that no gambling would take place there.  And the 

local sheriff believed them.  When interviewed for 

the San Mateo Times in December, 1934 he said he 

thought the stories printed in the San Francisco 

papers about the “dining club” were meant to 

discredit San Mateo County and hasten its 

annexation by San Francisco. He doubted there 

would be gambling at the Villa Mateo. In a South San 

Francisco Enterprise Journal article that same month, 

the sheriff was said to have inspected the work of 

redecorating (i.e. renovating) the building after 

converting it from a previous use and saw nothing 

suspicious.  That same sheriff and two deputies 

raided the Villa Mateo casino in 1935. 

 

Timing Is Everything:  The Life and Times of John W. Marchbank 
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John published a local newspaper, the Daly City 

Record. He used the paper to editorialize on local 

issues, speak the praises of the United States and the 

opportunities it afforded, publicize his businesses 

and those of his cronies and support the political 

candidates he chose.  His support came with a price.  

If he supported you, it was understood that you 

were not to interfere with his business interests upon 

taking office.  

Marchbank was a political boss in both Daly City 

and San Mateo County, holding stakes in businesses 

– overtly and silently - throughout the peninsula.  

His influence began to weaken in the mid-1930’s. 

His candidate for sheriff lost to a former friend and 

his candidate for county supervisor lost to a local 

lumberman. 

Along with a partner, William Kyne, John purchased 

the Tanforan Racetrack in San Bruno in 1920. He and 

Kyne had a falling out in 1933 and Kyne sold his 

interest to John. Kyne subsequently opened the Bay 

Meadows racetrack in San Mateo, competing 

directly with the Tanforan track. Between April and 

October 1942, the racetrack was the site of the 

Tanforan Assembly Center, an internment camp in 

which some 8,000 Bay Area Japanese Americans 

were detained and processed for forced relocation 

and internment. John sold the track in December, 

1945 to Guy M. Stanifer, San Francisco capitalist, and 

Jack Rainier, New York capitalist, for $1.5 million. 

John retired to Heather Farm in ‘rural’ Walnut 

Creek, where he lived the role of a country 

gentleman until his death in December, 1947 

following a paralytic stroke. His passing was of 

sufficient note as to warrant an obituary in the New 

York Times. Earlier in 1947 Marchbank, then age 78, 

and Bernadette Jones, age 48, his secretary, were 

married.  (Ella Porter Marchbank, his first wife, had 

passed away April 13, 1946. While never divorced, 

they lived separate lives for many years.) Bernadette 

inherited his considerable estate. 

 Much of today’s recollections of John Marchbank in 

Daly City involve his philanthropy.  John and his 

first wife, Ella, along with John and Florence Daly 

and two other couples bought the lot where the 

Bank of Daly City (later part of Bank of America) 

was built.  The consortium deeded the lot to the 

bank.  They were not listed as either officers or 

directors of the bank. John Marchbank and John 

Daly paid for the first library in Daly City. John 

purchased a seven-acre parcel of land known as 

Vista Grande Park and gave it to the City of Daly 

City.  It was renamed Marchbank Park in June, 1941.  

Henry Sundermann, then Mayor of Daly City, spoke 

at the park’s dedication. “Since 1905 John 

Marchbank has been a loved and respected neighbor 

in our city.  From the earliest days he has assisted in 

its development. He personally established the 

“Clinic” as a service to the people. He has 

systematically assisted our churches. He built the 

bank and the theater and established his home here. 

During the Depression he helped hundreds of our 

less fortunate families and no one was too poor or 

too unimportant in his eyes to merit assistance. Race 

or creed or political faith made no difference – he 

helped everyone, even his enemies…” 

So… Saint or Sinner?  I leave that to your judgement. 

But one must acknowledge he lived a life in full – 

entrepreneurial miner of miners, real estate 

developer, political boss, casino owner, newspaper 

publisher, racetrack owner, horse breeder, and 

philanthropist.  Oops! Almost forgot his 30,000 acre 

Brazilian rubber plantation and gold mine in 

Honduras. 

Downtown Walnut Creek Library Display 

The next time you are downtown pop into the library 

and check out the WCHS display cabinets on the 

second floor, 

celebrating our 

upcoming 

Shadelands 

Classic Car show. 



 6 

 

A new service available to our members! Photo digitization! 
  
Vicki Weis is a former museum collections manager with 20 + years of 
experience managing photo archives and transferring historical photograph 
collections to digital media for preservation and public access. She is also one of 
our most outstanding volunteers! If your family is in need of someone to tackle 
their collection of photo albums, you cannot do better than Vicki. Visit her 
website at vickiphotoscanning.com or email her 
at Vicki@vickiphotoscanning.com. 

Troop 33886 House Visit 

On a recent Sunday the Shadelands house had an enthusiastic girl scout troop tour the house and picnic 
outside.  We had 17  girls and 3 parents who toured in two groups, to keep it manageable.   

We had lots of questions and comments keeping the docents busy for an hour:   

 That is a bright blue!   

 I can't imagine vacuuming with that piece of machinery!   

 Is that really a toaster?   

 Those shoes are so skinny my feet would not fit into them.   

 Those dolls are scary.   

It was a beautiful day so after touring they went outside for a picnic lunch. 

Staff Spotlight 

Jackie Byrd—Office/Events Manager 

Jackie joined the Walnut Creek Historical Society in December 2014, right in the 

middle of the Holiday Teas and Faire.  In her seven years at the museum she has 

helped to increase our wedding/events calendar and support the many events hosted 

by the WCHS.    

She grew up in San Francisco and moved to Concord in 1999 with her husband, Tim.  She has two kids, Zac and 

Aynsley who have both worked at WCHS helping support the events.    She spent many years volunteering at her 

children’s school before coming to WCHS.  Helping to organize many class activities and auction events to help 

raise money.  Now an empty nester she enjoys spending time with her husband traveling and wine tasting!  

We appreciate all that she has done for the WCHS! 

http://vickiphotoscanning.com/
mailto:Vicki@vickiphotoscanning.com
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2022 Board of Directors  

 

Co-Presidents   

Andrea Baldacci 

Pam O’Donnell 

   

Vice President   

  

 
Treasurer 

Barton Tolley 

 
Recording Secretary  

Maggie Hughs 
 
Archivist    

Lee Culver   

 
Legal Advisor  

Anina (Ann) Dalsin  

 
Directors   

Mark Brown 

Lee Culver 

Ted Dobbs 

Jeff Peterson 

James Roachelle 

Priscilla Tudor 

Teresa Wenzel  

         

Investment Committee   

Mark Brown  

Pam O’Donnell 

Barton Tolley 

 

 

Office Support Staff 

 

Office/Event Manager   

Jackie Byrd   

 

Archives  

Moira Anwar 

 

Event Coordinator 

Christine Baltzley 

 

DOWNTOWN HISTORY TOURS 
 

Downtown Walnut Creek History tours are back in 

2022! 

Join us on a Downtown History Tour and you will visit 

historic sites that are part of our heritage in Walnut 

Creek.   

The next tours are April 9 & May 14 

These easy 90 minute walking tours on city sidewalks 

are offered on the 2nd Saturday of each month.  Check-in begins at 9:00 a.m. at the 

fountain at Liberty Bell Plaza on the corner of Broadway and Mt. Diablo Blvd.  The tour 

begins at 9:30 a.m. and is free.   

A booklet with historic photos of the sites visited may 

be purchased at the tour for $5.00.   

Registration in advance is required!  Please go to our 

wchistory.org and find the link to register on the 

Walking Tour page. 

For more details about the tours, call 925-935-7871 or 

go to our website at:  wchistory.org 

Volunteers Needed: 

If you love history and would  like to help 
preserve and pass on the fascinating story of 
the Penniman family, Shadelands and Walnut 
Creek, become a volunteer. 
 
Volunteer schedules are flexible; there is no 
minimum required number of hours. Volunteers 

opportunities include leading house tours, downtown history tours, archives 
and working events.  Men and women are welcome.  
Volunteering with Shadelands is both fun and rewarding; training is provided. 
Volunteers are invited to our annual member appreciation event and to the 
holiday tea.  
 
Check out our website at wchistory.org 
 
To volunteer contact the office at 925-935-7871 
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LEAVE A LEGACY FOR THE WALNUT CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Please consider naming the Walnut Creek Historical Society in your will, trust, or as the 

beneficiary of an insurance policy. The Walnut Creek Historical Society is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit 

organization.  When you include a gift to the Walnut Creek Historical Society in 

your estate plan, you ensure your support will help the Society to continue its 

work to benefit our community in the future. 

From the History Room …. 
                                            

PEACE…in Walnut Creek 
 

Security National Bank stood on the corner of Newell Avenue 
and South Main Street in the late 1960’s, a time of protests 
against the Viet Nam War.  Pete Stark, who later had a long 
political career in the House of Representatives, had founded the 
bank making Walnut Creek its headquarters. Now Pete decided 
to create a war protest unlike any other. Not only did he print 
bank checks with a peace signs, but he also received national 
attention when he erected an 8 foot tall pink neon peace sign on 
the roof of the bank.  
 
The bank building was the City’s first high-rise building, 8 stories tall.  It was eventually 
demolished in favor of condos and retail space, but while it stood it was not just known as 1500 
Newell but as the Peace Building.  
 
Lee Culver 
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TEN TEA TIDBITS 
 

• GIRL SCOUT TROOPS HELPED PLANT TULIP BULBS FOR THE TULIP TEAS 
 
• ANTIQUE EASTER BONNETS WERE DISPLAYED AT ONE OF THE TEAS. 
 
• IN 1930 THE “TULIP CIRCLE” IN FRONT OF THE HOUSE ALONG WITH THE GROUNDS HAD 1600 TULIPS 

BLOOMING. 
 
• IN 1978 THE TEA FEATURED DEMONSTRATIONS OF NEEDLEPOINT AND CROCHETING.  THERE WAS ALSO AN 

EXHIBIT OF DOLL DISHES. 
 
• AT TEAS IN 1980 DEMONSTRATIONS OF TATTING, QUILTING, WEAVING AND KNITTING TOOK PLACE . 
 
• AT THE 1980 TEA, LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS WERE INVITED TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO POUR TEA 

(SHIFTS WERE 45 MINUTES LONG). 
 
• THE 100 BULBS RANCH MANAGER MR. MOYER PLANTED IN 1925, ALONG WITH MORE PLANTED EVERY 

YEAR, YIELDED 20,000 TULIPS IN 6 COLORS BY 1940. 
 
• WHEN THE TULIP TEAS BEGAN VOLUNTEERS EACH MADE 2 DOZEN COOKIES WHICH WERE SERVED WITH 

TEA AS  VISITORS WALKED AROUND OBSERVING THE TULIPS. AT SOME TEAS COSTUMED DOCENTS LED THE 
TULIP TOUR.  

 
• IN 1977 HARP MUSIC WAS PLAYED DURING THE TEAS, WHICH WERE  RUN BY THE SOROPTIMIST CLUB AND 

THE SHADY LADIES. 
 
• IN 1981 ON THE TV SHOW KATHY’S SPEAKEASY ON CHANNEL 6 , SHADELAND’S TEAS WERE ADVERTISED.  
 
 
                                                           
 
                
 
 
 
 
 

 
STAY TUNED FOR MORE TEA-TIME TRIVIA IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER!!  

 
 

Lee Culver and the Tea Committee 
 

THE HOLIDAY TEAS AND THE HOLIDAY FAIRE WILL TAKE PLACE NOVEMBER 26TH THROUGH 
DECEMBER 11TH, WITH TEA RESERVATIONS STARTING ON OCTOBER 1, 2022 AT 9 AM! 

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR, THIS YEAR THE TEAS WILL BE THE BEST EVER!  
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WCHS Membership Renewal Form 

NAME:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER:  ______________________________ EMAIL:  ___________________________________ 

PLEASE CIRCLE ONE: 

Individual $25  Family $45  Student $15  Lifetime (over 55) $300 

PAYMENT OPTIONS:  Check # __________    

Visa/MC/AMEX card #  ___________________________________ Exp. Date: _________ 3 Digit code _____ 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 

Date: _____________ Payment amount: _____________  Check#/CC approval Code: ____________ 

 


