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Quarterly 
Welcome Spring!!  

Mt. Diablo is still dusted with snow but the sun is shining, and flowers are blooming at our beautiful Shadelands Ranch!! We 

are ecstatic about The Walnut Creek Historical Society’s incredible rebound in 2022. We hosted over 52 weddings, 

celebrations, and events.  We are ready for a fantastic 2023! 

We kicked off our 2022 event calendar with the 2nd Annual Shadelands Classic Car Show in June. The show was a huge 

success with approximately 1000 guests admiring over 125 unique cars while enjoying live music, delicious food, beer & 

wine, and amazing raffle prizes. A fabulous time was enjoyed by all! 

In late July we brought a taste of the tropics to Shadelands Ranch as we celebrated our Membership 

Appreciation & Annual Dinner “luau style” with a delicious Hawaiian BBQ and an abundance of island 

décor. Over 80 guests enjoyed a beautiful evening reconnecting with old friends.  Keeping with 

tradition, we presented the 2022 Mary Penniman Award at the Membership Appreciation Dinner.  

The Walnut Creek Historical Society Board honored Past President, Teresa Wenzel, with The Mary 

Penniman Award for her many contributions to our society.  

Teresa has been a Third Grade Downtown History Tour docent since 2010, served on our WCHS Board since 2016, and as 

President and Co-President for three years. She continues to serve on our WCHS Board and lends her talents to many of 

our events.  She presented and orchestrated the first Shadelands Garden Party Tea and Vintage Fashion Show in 2020, and 

Co-Chaired the Shadelands Ranch Classic Car Show, The Shadelands Ranch Oktoberfest, and Santa at Shadelands.  We are 

so fortunate that Teresa plans to serve on our WCHS Board for many years to come. Thank you, Teresa!  

Crafts, Live Music & Lobsters! Oh My! Our Summer Market welcomed a beautiful sunny day and a whole lot of fun!!  

Amazing vendors, live music, food trucks, community members from all generations, and ... LOBSTER!! The Cousins Maine 

Lobster Truck was a main attraction at the event and a great time was had by all! We look forward to seeing you all in July!  

Oktoberfest 2023! Mark your calendars! Buy your tickets early so you don’t miss out on the fun!  150 guests donned their 

dirndls and lederhosen last year and celebrated a traditional German Style Oktoberfest at The Shadelands Ranch!   Guests 

danced the polka and the “chicken dance” to the sounds of the authentic Alpine Zicke-Zacke Band, enjoyed German 

cuisine, sauerkraut, pretzels, desserts, beer, and more! We hope to see everyone on September 30th! 

On November 26th Santa came to Shadelands Ranch to the delight of over 500 adults and children just in time for the 40th 

Anniversary of Holidays at Shadelands and the return of the Shadelands Holiday Teas. Thank you to our amazing 

Shadelands staff, our Holiday Tea Committee,  and many volunteers whose dedication and many hours made these events 

a huge success for our organization and for our community. We look forward to another festive holiday season in 2023! 

As we celebrate our successes this year, it is with heavy hearts that we say goodbye to our invaluable WCHS Board 

Members who have made our journey memorable. We would like to thank Jeff Peterson, Sheila Rogstad, Priscilla Tudor, 

Anina Dalsin, and Lee Culver for your years of dedication to the Walnut Creek Historical Society and our mission to promote 

and preserve history in our community.  You will be missed. 

 

Andrea Baldacci & Pam O’Donnell 

WINTER/SPRING 2023 
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In April 2022 we were approached by Stewart Cocotis, an Eagle Scout from Lafayette, Ca. 

He was putting together ideas for his upcoming Eagle Scout project and wanted to see if 

we had any projects for him. For years we’ve been wanting to replace our Banner display 

and add an information kiosk to the front of the house. We gave Stewart the option to do 

one of them and he very excitedly agreed to do both! Stewart spent the next few months 

drawing up plans and raising funds to help build these structures. The weekend of 

November  12 & 13th Stewart and several Boy Scouts/Eagle Scouts spent hours working 

hard to put these structures together. Stewart also upgraded the 30 year old post for our information board. 

The end results were more than we even anticipated and added more beauty and functionality to the property.  

Many thanks to Stewart and his team!!! 

EAGLE SCOUT UPGRADES 



 3 

ISO Bridal Gowns 

This summer 
Shadelands Ranch 
will be featuring a 
wedding dress 
exhibit and we would 
love to be able to 
feature dresses from 
our current 
residents!  

If you have a dress stashed away that 
you would like to contribute, please 
reach out to our Collections Manager, 
Moira Anwar moira@wchistory.org.  
Dresses may be donated or will be 
returned after the exhibit ends! 

mailto:moira@wchistory.org
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The 2022 holiday season was extra special thanks to Shadelands 40th anniversary 
Holiday Teas and Faire.  We celebrated the season in our beautiful and Intimate setting 
at Shadelands Ranch  Museum with 3 course luncheons consisting of scones with lemon 
curd, delicious tea sandwiches, yummy desserts, and cups of our secret blend of tea.  
Children were offered hot chocolate and their own bowl of marshmallows; and they 

were able to visit Santa on the first day of the teas. 
 
The celebration included twelve hundred guests over 16 days, and many more who came to purchase hand 
crafted items from  vendors selling everything from jam to jewelry. The two champagne teas were very popular 
and sold out immediately!  Reservations for the 2023 tea will begin for members on Monday, September 25 at 9 
AM, and to the public on Sunday, October 1, at 9  AM. 
 
The house and grounds were decorated with lights, garlands, and Christmas trees. Tea tables were set with pink 
vintage china and each place setting included a gift bag containing our special Shadelands tea. A highlight of the  
occasion was “Pick a Present”, wonderful surprises already wrapped and available for purchase.  
 
Our Holiday Faire offered a wide variety of beautifully handcrafted items from 35 local 
vendors.    It was a great opportunity to get holiday shopping done early.  If you know 
anyone who is interested in participating in this year’s event, please have them call 
Shadelands, we start taking applications in April. 
 
On Saturday, November 26, Shadelands hosted its 2nd Annual Santa event.  Over 500 
people participated in this wonderful event.  There were plenty of photo opportunities 
for the kids and the highlight was meeting Santa and Mrs. Claus.  We look forward to 
next year. 
 
The Shadelands Teas and Holiday Faire were the perfect way to begin the holiday 
season.  
 
Lee Culver and the Tea Committee 

TERRIFIC: OUR TEAS and HOLIDAY FAIRE 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL INFORMATION 

In order to streamline our membership procedures the WCHS will be moving from a rolling membership renewal 

to a fixed format  There will now be  an annual membership drive in March.  Members that renewed for the 2023 

year after July 2022 will be set to renew March 2024.   

In addition, due to increasing costs, there is a slight increase in our membership dues this year. 

Individual Membership:    $30.00 

Family Membership:     $50.00 

Student Membership:  $20.00 

Lifetime Membership (55+)  $500.00 

Save the Date!!! 

Monday, July 24, 2023 

Member Appreciation & Annual Dinner 
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SHADELANDS WITHSTANDS THE 1906 SAN FRANCISCO EARTHQUAKE  
 

     117 years after the devastating San Francisco earthquake we can read first hand accounts of the disaster in 
letters written by Mary and Carrie who were at Shadelands when it occurred to Bessie and Albert in Chicago. In 
a letter written April 19, the morning after the quake, Mary, knowing that Bessie and Al would be worried, 
writes to reassure them stating, “We are all alright and we do praise God for his protecting care.” She goes on 
to say that  the shock was awful but that the house stood it well, plastering and all. She states that the front 
chimney fell and crashed onto the porch roof causing extensive damage which she feels certain can be easily 
repaired. She continues, “We lost our big vase and two others, and a cover to a little dish was broken and that 
was all. Really very remarkable.” She proceeds to tell Bessie and Al that she and Carrie went to bed upstairs the 
previous night, but couldn’t sleep so came downstairs and laid on some lounges in the dining room from where 
they could see “the fire burning in San Francisco even from this distance.” Mary writes that they don’t know if 
any of their friends were hurt. She says, “You will probably see [the reports] in the papers before you receive 
this…We didn’t get any paper yesterday…I believe all those tall buildings [in San Francisco]…burned. The 
Palace among them and the St. Francis and so many are killed as you no doubt have heard. It is simply terrible.” 
She ends with, “I’ll not write more at this time, as I am worn out… With a great deal of love to you all. Mary” 
     Mary’s next reference to the after effects of the earthquake is in a letter to Bessie dated April 24, 1906. She 
states, “Our chimney and porch are just as the  earthquake left them. It will cost quite a lot to repair them, but 
one thing sure, we are not going to have another tall chimney, and how very thankful we are that it didn’t crash 
through the roof of the house for it might have landed in the library or cellar,” 
     On April 25 Carrie mentions the earthquake in a letter to Bessie. She begins by saying that she and Mary 
wanted to send a telegram to Bessie and Al immediately after the quake, but private citizens were not allowed 
to send telegraphs; only telegraphs pertaining to public welfare could be dispatched. She continues, “Don’t 
worry any more or feel nervous one bit about us for we are not going to be hurt or killed by an Earthquake…. I 
feel very sure of that…. It was not a pleasant experience but my heart went up to God in prayer and all 
nervousness and fear was taken away. Our house is so elegantly built it would stand a terrific earthquake 
without hurting it…It is the fire that has caused so much misery in San Francisco…. The hundreds that had to 
stay in the open without shelter or protection suffered but tents, coverings, and provisions have been rushed by 
steamer and rail from Southern California, from north and east with wonderful rapidity and no one suffered 
long.” She talks about costs rising saying, “Everything is going to be very high. Poor Ben  is in trouble. He is 
finding it difficult to get supplies for his store. His rice … was a little over $4.00 per sack. They now ask him 
$10.00 for it.” 
     In the last letter in the archives about the earthquake dated May 12, Carrie tells  Bessie that Mr. Sell and Ecker 
have been repairing the porch… I think it will be just as good as ever.  It was a bad break, but could have been 
worse. If it had gone the other way it would have gone clear through your room and the room below. Many 
chimneys went through buildings to the ground. We have not been able to get ours [chimney] put up yet but 
next week it will be built up. The mason that does it has 45 [chimneys] yet to put up in Walnut Creek. … It only 
cost us $31.50 to repair the porch…. We feel so thankful that we had so little loss.” She goes on to say, ”We 
hear nothing now but Earthquake. Almost everyone that can are going to San Francisco to see the ruins. They 
say it is a sight they will never again see. Mr. Ecker… [said he] would take us over to see the ruins. They would 
take very good care of your father so we would not have to look after him and he rather wants to go. If we had 
a two seated carriage for one horse we would go but now I don’t see how we can but 
we may find some way of going.” This is the last reference to the earthquake in letters 
written by Mary and Carrie in  the Walnut Creek Historical Society’s archives. 
Apparently the Pennimans never made it to San Francisco to see the devastation.  The 
quotes here have been transcribed as written with their spelling, punctuation, and 
grammatical errors.  
 
Priscilla Tudor 
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LEAVE A LEGACY FOR THE WALNUT CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Please consider naming the Walnut Creek Historical Society in your will, trust, or as the beneficiary of an 

insurance policy. The Walnut Creek Historical Society is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization.  When 

you include a gift to the Walnut Creek Historical Society in your estate plan, you ensure your 

support will help the Society to continue its work to benefit our community in the future. 

From the History Room: 

                                    
     MEL’S DRIVE-IN 
 
In 1947, the first Mel's Drive-in restaurant was opened in San Francisco by Mel Weiss 
and Harold Dobbs. Drive-ins were just getting started throughout the United States, 
and California’s mild weather promised year-round business for a restaurant relying on 
carhop service.  
 
An immediate hit, Mel's expanded, first to 2 more sites in San Francisco and then to the rest of Northern 
California. By 1954 the restaurants were making 4 million dollars a year and cooking 20,000 hamburgers a day.  
 
In Walnut Creek, Mel's at 1910 North Main Street (across the street from where Target is today)  was open by 
1957, competing with Hoakys Drive-in for business with local teenagers out “cruising the creek”.  In the 1960’s 
kids from as far away as Reno traveled to Walnut Creek to cruise and eat.  
 
The Mel's building had a brick exterior. Inside there were terrazzo floors and booths upholstered in white 
leather. Diners could eat in the restaurant, on the patio, or in their cars. Wherever they sat, they enjoyed the 
extensive menu featuring hamburgers, chicken pot pie for 85 cents, roast turkey, fried prawns, and steak and 
eggs. No one left hungry. 

 
In 1972 one Mel’s restaurant became the location for the drive-in featured in the film 
American Graffiti.  But in spite of movie fame Mel’s was unable to recover when that same 
year fast food began to take over the drive-in business. Weiss and Hobbs sold the Mel’s 
franchises and eventually the drive-ins closed.  
 
Next came phase 2 in the Mel’s story when Weiss, along with a new partner, opened a 

restaurant called Next Generation Mel’s in San Francisco. This expanded to Southern California and more 
restaurants in San Francisco, all keeping the nostalgic decor. A family split resulted in 2 directions for Mel’s, one 
group of restaurants named The Original Mel’s, which eventually had 22 restaurants, and the other called Next 
Generation Mel’s. Different family members operated each.  
 
The new Walnut Creek’s Mel’s on Main Street was called The Original Mel’s. It opened in 1995 as a diner and 
stayed in business until 2021. Today in Walnut Creek Ghaben Partners operates Broderick, Lita, and World 
Famous Hotboys, which replaced our The Original Mel’s. 
  
When Mel’s closed it was truly the end of an era in Walnut Creek. 

 
Lee Culver 
 
Information from: Melsdirve-in.com/about, bayareabackroads.org, Walnut Creek, Arroyo De Las Nueces, George 
Emmanuels, Old Times in Contra Costa, Robert Daras Tatam, Andrew Smith, City of Walnut Creek, Ghaben Partners, 
Pleasant Hill, Ca. 
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2023 Board of Directors  

 

Co-Presidents 

Andrea Baldacci 

Pam O’Donnell 

  

Vice President 

 
 

Treasurer 

Barton Tolley 

 
Recording Secretary 

Maggie Hughs 
 

Legal Advisor 

 

 
Directors 

Mark Brown 

Corrinne Coffrini 

Ted Dobbs 

Kristin Mendelson 

James Roachelle 

Teresa Wenzel  

         

Investment Committee   

Mark Brown  

Pam O’Donnell 

Barton Tolley 

 

 

Office Support Staff 

 

Office/Event Manager   

Jackie Byrd   

 

Museum Curator 

Moira Anwar 

 

Event Coordinator 

Christine Baltzley 

 

Museum Volunteer 

 

Archivist 

Lee Culver  

 

DOWNTOWN HISTORY TOURS 
 

Downtown Walnut Creek History tours are back in 2023! 

Join us on a Downtown History Tour and you will visit 

historic sites that are part of our heritage in Walnut Creek.   

The next tours are March 11, April 8 & May 13 

These easy 90 minute walking tours on city sidewalks are 

offered on the 2nd Saturday of each month.  Check-in 

begins at 9:00 a.m. at the fountain at Liberty Bell Plaza on the corner of 

Broadway and Mt. Diablo Blvd.  The tour begins at 9:30 a.m. .   

Registration in advance is required!  Fee is $5 per person 

and includes a free informational  booklet with photos of 

historic buildings.  Please go to our wchistory.org and find 

the link to register on the Walking Tour page.   

For more details about the tours, call 925-935-7871 or go 

to our website:  wchistory.org 

Volunteers Opportunities: 

If you love history and would  like to help preserve and pass on the fascinating 
story of the Penniman family, Shadelands and Walnut Creek, become a 
volunteer.   Schedules are flexible; there is no minimum required number of 
hours. 
 

WCHS Board Member 
 Museum House Docents, 

Downtown History Docents 
Living History Docents 

Archives 
Community Events (Car Show, Holiday Teas, etc.) 

  
Volunteering with Shadelands is both fun and rewarding; training is provided. 
Volunteers are invited to our annual member appreciation event and to the 
holiday tea.  
 
Check out our website at wchistory.org 
 
To volunteer contact the office at 925-935-7871 
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